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                                        Team Ben

March 15,2009

Dear Friends & Family,

We hope this letter finds you all well.  We are lacing up our walking shoes for the 2009 Worcester Heart Walk.  

In past years, your support has helped Friends With Heart raise over $300,000 for congenital heart defect research.  That’s a huge accomplishment for our Team!  Thank You!
On May 2nd, we will be doing it again. We be walking for our son, Ben, who was born with Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome, a very serious form of congenital heart disease. Because of this, he’s had 3 open-heart surgeries and a pacemaker implanted before his 3rd birthday. We are trying to put it out of our minds, but Ben will need to have another surgery this year to change his pacemaker, that’s the reality. But this doesn’t keep Ben down. Ben is now 11 and in Middle School. He is a funny, energetic and free spirited young man; who loves to make people laugh!  He is just finished his basketball season with Special Olympics with a Silver metal!  He is now gearing up for Track and Field. 

We owe this all of this to medical advances, which have come from research conducted in the field of congenital heart disease funded by grants from the American Heart Association.  

The Walk will take place on Saturday, May 2nd, starting and ending at East Park on Shrewsbury St in Worcester. Walkers can choose a 1, 2.5, or 5-mile trek through the city in an effort to raise money and awareness about heart disease.  Registration starts at 9:00 AM and the walk begins at 10:00 AM. 
We hope that you can help us out again. Whether you join “Team Ben” by walking with us or by simply making a contribution, you will help us take a stand against Congenital Heart Defects, which affects so many of our precious children every day.

May 2rd will be here very soon, so please respond as soon as possible!

Thanks in advance for your support of Ben’s “Friends With Heart” team, our mission of awareness, and the Worcester American Heart Walk 2007.  Together we can make a difference!

From the Heart,       

Dawn, Bob, Jeff, Erik & Ben King
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